THE MESSAGE

December 2020
AA Central Office

Central Office will be closed Wednesday, December 23, 2020 and will
reopen January 4, 2021 in Celebration of the Holidays and our
Yearly Inventory….HAPPY

HOLIDAYS!!!!!

A Christmas Message from Bill W. To all AA members:
Greetings on our 10th Christmas, 1944. Yes, it’s in
the air! The spirit of Christmas once more warms this
poor distraught world. Over the whole globe millions
are looking forward to that one day when strife can
be forgotten, when it will be remembered that all human beings, even the least, are loved by God, when
men will hope for the coming of the Prince of Peace
as they never hoped before. But there is another
world which is not poor. Neither is it distraught. It is
the world of Alcoholics Anonymous, where thousands
dwell happily and secure. Secure because each of us,
in his own way, knows a greater power who is love,
who is just, and who can be trusted. Nor can men and
women of AA ever forget that only through suffering
did they find enough humility to enter the portals of
that New World. How privileged we are to understand
so well the divine paradox that strength rises from
weakness, that humiliation goes before resurrection;
that pain is not only the price but the very touchstone
of spiritual rebirth. Knowing its full worth and purpose, we can no longer fear adversity, we have found
prosperity where there was poverty; peace and joy
have sprung out of the very midst of chaos. Great indeed our blessings! And so Merry Christmas to you all
- from the Trustees, from Bobbie and from Lois and
me. Bill Wilson

of Shreveport
24 Hr Hotline
(318) 865-2172
office@aa-shreveport.org
www.aa-shreveport.org

New Office Hours
Mon & Thurs 10am-5pm
Tues, Weds, & Fri 10am-4pm

Groups Responsible for

HOT LINE
Dec 2020
Southfield Dec 7-13
On the Way Home Dec 14-20
South Shreveport Dec 21-27
Shreveport Young People
Dec 28-Jan 3

This is a great service
that you do for
the person

that is still suffering.
THE HOT LINE
OUR MISSION:
“When anyone anywhere reaches out I
want the hand of A.A. to be there. For
that I am responsible.” BW
If your group is not currently
taking the hot line
at least one week a year, please call us to
add your group!
Call the Central Office
for the schedule!

We need the help of your group and individuals to keep the 24 hour
Hotline open for the
still suffering alcoholic!

We need you!
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A Life of Joy and Happiness
I Reap More Than My Share
By Rick R.

Understanding is the key to right principles and attitudes, and right action is the key to good living; therefore, the joy of good living is the theme of A.A.’s Twelfth Step. (12 X 12 pg. 125) How appropriate it seems
that there are twelve months in a year, and we have twelve steps in the program. The joy of good living is the
theme and it blends right in with Thanksgiving in November, and all the religious holidays in December, and
is topped off with the New Year’s Eve celebration. This time of year, does bring a lot of joy to most of us but
it also brings distress to some of the less fortunate ones who haven’t yet been blessed with the gift of sobriety
and peace of mind, in and outside of A.A.
I used to be very uncomfortable about the holidays as I never knew how to act around normal people. I felt
like a charity case and never got into the spirit of reaching out to others. My family always celebrated Christmas, and I always (due to My discomfort) would put a damper on it by complaining about the tacky gifts that
people would buy for each other and the mad rush to go shopping and all the commercializing it had become. I
explained this to a dear friend once, and he asked,” Does the rest of the family enjoy it?” I said yes. He then
said,” why don’t you just take a back seat and watch the joy in their eyes as they experience these things?” I
did that exact thing and have been doing it ever since and it has changed my appreciation of this time of year.
This change of attitude has inspired me to apply the unselfish lessons that I’ve come to understand, and I
spend the holiday season looking for the opportunity to brighten the lives of those less fortunate than myself. I
often do these things anonymously and without fanfare. I also consider how I used to feel when I was the one
on the receiving end of a charitable gesture and am very careful to do these things in a way that preserves their
dignity. I don’t have to wait for the holidays to do these things. Every day is Christmas at my home. More recently I started to contemplate the difference between Joy and Happiness as I always thought that they were
synonymous, and they are in some respects, but they do have some different qualities. I am generally a very
happy person as the result of being very diligent when it comes to working the steps of the program and practicing the principles in all my affairs. I am not without the little inconveniences and irritations that come with
my day to day living activities, but they are nowhere near the problems I encountered prior to becoming a
member of Alcoholics Anonymous. They do not lower my level of happiness because I simply take them as
they come. Over a period, as I mature in this journey, my mean level of happiness continues to rise, and I am
generally very happy as the result. When I look at the word Joy, I do not feel that I am in a constant state of
Joy but I do have many little things that happen on a day to day basis that rise above my state of happiness and
they sometimes bring tears to my eyes. We all can identify with the term “tears of joy.” Even unhappy people
can have tears of joy occasionally. I was introduced to the principle that “happiness is a byproduct of right living and not an end in itself” I have been living by that principle ever since and you can believe me when I tell
you that I reap more than my share of joy.

The Message is published to improve communications between local A.A. Groups and encourage the participation of A.A. members in services and activities that promote sobriety. Opinions expressed in letters and articles
are those of the authors and do not indicate endorsement by Central Office of Shreveport Intergroup or Alcoholics Anonymous.
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TRADITION TWELVE: (The Long Form)
“And finally, we of Alcoholics Anonymous believe that the principle of anonymity has an immense spiritual significance. It reminds us that we are to place principles before personalities; that we are actually to
practice genuine humility. This to the end that our great blessings may never spoil us; that we shall forever live in
thankful contemplation of Him who presides over us all.
The A.A. Group...Where it all Begins Pg. 46
Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services

Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services

CONCEPT TWELVE: “General Warranties of the Conference: in all its proceedings, the General Service Conference shall
observe the spirit of the A.A. Tradition, taking great care that the Conference never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or
power; that sufficient operating funds, plus am ample reserve, be its prudent financial principle; that none of the Conference
Members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified authority over any others: that all important decisions be reached by
discussion vote, and whenever possible, by substantial unanimity; that no Conference action ever be personally punitive or an
incitement to public controversy; that though the Conference may act for the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never
perform acts of government; and that like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous, which it serves, the Conference itself will always remain democratic in thought and action.”
Twelve concepts for World Service
By Bill W. Page 48
Reprinted with permission from World Services
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Thanks to all the Central Office Backers contributions for the month of

October2020. If you would like to be a Central Office Backer (COB) just give us a call
(318-865-2172) and we will happily email, fax or mail the application to you.

October 2020 $334.58
October 2020 Personal Donations…$565.43
Thanks to all the Contributions October

2020…$1,298.00

Keystone…$31.00
Maverick Group…$250.00
Primary Purpose…$100.00
Sobriety 101…$32.00
Twin City…$10.00
Memorials…$775.00
Gratitude Box…$100.00
Intergroup: Margaret Place…$257.00
Bill W. said “I am responsible. When anyone reaches out for help,
I want the hand of A.A. to always to be there. And for that I am responsible.”

Addresses for Group Contributions for 2020:
Central Office of Shreveport
2800 Youree Dr., #362A, Shreveport, LA 71104 (50%)

District 1, Area 27
P. O. Box 3924, Shreveport, LA 71133 (10%)

Louisiana Area Assembly, Inc. (ADDRESS CHANGE!!!)
7350 Jefferson Hwy., Suite 485-179
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 (10%)

The General Service Office
P. O. Box 459, Grand Central Station,
New York, NY 10163-0459 (30%)
(Percentages are suggested based on support of four service entities)
(Use your group conscience)
August 2014 updated
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Need a gift for a friend of Bill W.’s ???

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Available at YOUR

CENTRAL OFFICE!!!
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Central Office
Please come by to check out our selection of approved AA World Services Books, Step
workbooks, daily meditations, Bill W.'s Autobiography, Al-Anon books and workbooks and more. Colorful tri-plate medallions, recovery jewelry and greeting cards
that make our anniversaries memorable.
If you don't see what you are looking for we will order it for you upon availability.

Th e C e n t r a l Of f i c e In t e r g r o u p
The Central Office of Shreveport
2800 Youree Dr., Suite #362 Bldg A
Shreveport, LA 71104-3646

aa-shreveport.org

