
 

 

 

Groups Responsible for 
 

HOT LINE 
April 2023 

 

Basic Training  April 3-9 

Primary Purpose  April 10-16 

Shreveport Young People 
April 17-23 

Southfield  April 24-30 
 

This is a great service                                
that you do for the person  

that is still suffering. 

 The MESSAGE   April 2023 

 

AA Central Office  
of Shreveport 

 

24 Hr. Hotline  
(318) 865-2172 

office@aa-shreveport.org 
 

www.aa-shreveport.org 

 Office Hours 
 

Mon & Thurs 10am-5pm 
Tues, Weds, & Fri 10am-4pm 

THE  HOT LINE  
  OUR MISSION:  

 

 “When anyone anywhere reaches out I 
want the hand of A.A. to be there.  For 

that I am responsible.” BW    
 

If your group is not currently  
taking the hot line  

at least one week a year,  
please call us to add your group! 

 Call the Central Office  
for the schedule! 

 

We need the help of your group and  
individuals to keep the 24 hour  

Hotline open for the  
still suffering alcoholic!   

 
 

 We need you! 

Mr. Grouch 
 C. B. | VALLEY STATION, KENTUCKY  

     The celebration of my second AA birthday didn't seem 
quite as joyous as I had anticipated it would be. In a dark cor-
ner of my mind something kept nagging at me that it could 
have been better. True, I had gone through that year without 
drinking. I had attended a lot of meetings. My circle of friends 
had grown considerably. The pleasures of watching other al-
coholics grow into sober human beings were real. I had made 
a few talks and I had been trying to work with others. But 
looking back I know I was running scared. Serenity just wasn't 
there. Sometimes it was hard to maintain a pleasant attitude. 
Yet I was proud of the fact that one of my pigeons had told me 
I made him feel comfortable because I was always the same. 
Even he had quit calling as often and I found myself worrying 
about him. 

     One evening after a meeting I was talking to a lady every-
one admires and I confessed to her that I no longer had a 
sponsor--that I used everyone for a sponsor. Still I knew in my 
heart that I needed a sponsor and that even though I was at-
tending meetings and "going through the motions," I wasn't 
really working my program. 

     Her suggestion was that I start praying. "Just ask God to 
help you find the right sponsor for you," she said. And I started 
doing that. I found myself trying to control God in doing this, 
however. I weighed each candidate very carefully. This person 
had to be just right. And everyone I considered failed the test. 
Probably I was looking for someone to pat me on the back 
and tell me I was doing well. Then the serenity would come 
and I would be okay. The considerations and rejections contin-
ued in my mind. 
     At some of the meetings I attend there are people who ar-
rive early so they can socialize before the meeting since they 
must leave soon afterward for work. I had started going early 
so I could talk with these people, and I had expressed some of 
my concerns to them. 

     One evening one of my friends looked me right in the eye 
while he said to another man whom I had never really liked, 
"This guy needs a temporary sponsor. Why don't you take him 
on?" His reply was, "He hasn't asked me." 



 

 

     It seemed terribly quiet to me. I didn't really want this guy for a sponsor. He was big 
and grouchy and gruff and loud and he knew too much about AA. He made me un-
comfortable. It just seemed like every time he looked at me he was looking right 
down inside me and I didn't like it at all. 

     The silence continued and I felt my color rise. Finally out of sheer desperation I 
blurted out something like, "I thought you probably had all the pigeons you could 
handle." I really do not recall what his answer was, but the deal was sealed. Mr. Grouch 
called me over to a corner and started asking me questions. "Do you read your Big 
Book? Have you taken your Fourth and Filth Steps?" I didn't want to hear these things. 
The Fourth and Fifth Steps were really out of the question. I had taken my own inven-
tory and burned it, but I didn't see how I could ever discuss it with anyone else. 

     However, I agreed that I would reread the fifth chapter in the Big Book. As the days 
went by, I read the sixth and seventh chapters also. And I read the Book of James in 
the Bible. 

     I confessed to my sponsor that I had been working on my Fourth Step and that in 
doing so I was having trouble sleeping. This continued for several nights. He told me 
that I should go ahead and complete it and that if I felt the need to take the Fifth Step 
with a clergyman rather than him that would be okay. He said he would be available if 
I needed him, but suggested that I not put it off any longer than necessary. We made 
tentative plans to meet on the following Tuesday. In my mind the Fifth Step had bal-
looned into gigantic proportions and I was scared spitless. 

     Early Monday morning the phone rang. I was eating breakfast and my sponsor said, 
"What are your plans for today?" Before I knew what had hit me, I was at his home 
and the coffee was on. The stage was set. I thought I would die. 

     For the first time in my life I tried to honestly tell all the most vile and despicable 
things I had ever done. And there were some moments that helped me see some of 
the good things about me, too. 

     This man that I had feared listened quietly, offering only small comments here and 
there. And I began to see him in a different light. He didn't throw me out of his house 
in disgust. He didn't judge me. I didn't cry. I didn't hyperventilate or vomit. I didn't get 
killed. 

     Suddenly I realized that I had gone through it all and I was made to realize that to 
err is human. We were sitting there quietly, talking and drinking coffee. He said that 
now, since I had worked those Steps, I could go on to others. I could start growing 
again. 

     That night I slept like a baby. I still feel good about myself. I know now why we are 
told to get a sponsor and home group, to read the Big Book, to attend a lot of meet-
ings, and to stay away from the first drink. 

     In my heart I believe that God answered my prayers. He helped me find the right 
sponsor for me. He is doing for me the things I can't do for myself. 
   Reprinted with Permission, AA Grapevine, June 1986 
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      Central Office Intergroup  First Saturday of month  

  generally even numbered months  at  Highland Club and odd numbered months at Koala Club 

       COI Steering Committee Meeting AND COI Meeting First Tuesday of  month 

   6:00pm Steering Committee & 6:40pm COIs at Central Office,  

     Treatment& Corrections AND PI & CPC Committees Meeting   

  (Public Information & Cooperation  and Professional Community)  Second Tuesday of month 

  6:00 pm at Central Office 

      Tri State Convention Committee  Second Sunday of month  2:00pm at Central Office 

     District 1—Area 27 Committee  Third Tuesday of  month 

                     6:30pm at The Highland Club  DCM  Thomas D. (318) 286-9339, blaze71023@gmail.com 

   Come join us and be a part of service!   
Clip and save this information for future reference. 
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$$$ Price Changes $$$ 
 

Over the last year I’m sure ALL have experienced the increase for goods sold.  

It has now hit your Central Office. We have had to increase the price for the  

Tri-Color Medallions to $20.00 but have been able to keep the price of  

aluminum chips (month chips) at $.50, Gold Plated @ $9.00, 

 and Gold & Silver Plated @ $12.00. 

We have been experiencing increases from the majority of our vendors  

which has increased the prices of books and other miscellaneous items. 
 

As of April 1st A.A. World Services 

 will increase the cost of books and pamphlets by 20%-30%.  

AAWS has not had a price increase since 2014. 

We are forced to increase the prices of Big Books, 12 & 12, Daily Reflections,  

As Bill Sees It, Pass It On, Dr. Bob & the Good Oldtimers, AA Comes of Age. 

Grapevine Books increased their prices January 1, 2023. 
 

We are doing our very best to keep our prices affordable and 

 at the same time to be able to operate Central Office efficiently in order to  
 

Help the Still Suffering Alcoholic!!! 
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  Reprinted with  
permission of A.A.          
World Services 

STEP  Four:  “Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves.”       
                                  Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions pg. 42 
                                                                                 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services 

 

TRADITION FOUR:   “ Each group should be autonomous except in matters affecting  
                                         other groups or A.A. as a whole.”                      Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions pg. 1 

                                                                                                                                                                                 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Service 

 
 

CONCEPT  FOUR: “Throughout our conference structure, we ought to maintain at all responsible levels a 
traditional “Right of Participation,” taking care that each classification or group of our world servants shall be 
allowed a voting representation in reasonable proportion to the responsibility that each must discharge.”   
        Twelve Concepts for World Services, pg. 17 
                                                                                                                               Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services 

TRADITION FOUR Check List  
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Thanks to all the Central Office Backers contributions for the month of 

February 2023. If you would like to be a Central Office Backer (COB) just give us a call 

(318-865-2172) and we will happily email, fax or mail the application to you. 

February 2023…$165.00 
 

February 2023...Memorial…$50.00 
 

 

Thanks to all the Group Contributions...February 2023…$900.22 

 

     Basic Training…$203.87          Pink Butterflies…$18.30   
   COI Meeting…$18.00               T.I.E....$25.00  

  Keystone…$27.00         Twin City…$10.00     
          Lunch Bunch…$270.00       Other…$328.05 
   

       February Intergroup:  426 Men’s Group…$493.00  
         

        
 

              Bill W. said  “I am responsible. When anyone reaches out for help,  
 I want the hand of A.A. to always to be there. And for that I am responsible.” 

 
 

Thanks for helping your Central Office be responsible. 

             

  Addresses for Group Contributions for 2022: 
 

Central Office of Shreveport 
 2800 Youree Dr., #362A, Shreveport, LA 71104 (50%) 

 

District 1, Area 27 
   P. O. Box 3924, Shreveport, LA 71133  (10%) 

 

    Louisiana Area Assembly, Inc.  
7350 Jefferson Hwy., Suite 485-179 

Baton Rouge, LA 70806  (10%) 
 

General Service Office  
P. O. Box 2407, James A. Farley Station,  

New York, NY 10116-2407  (30%)    
 
 

(Percentages are suggested based on support of four service entities)  
(Use your group conscience) 
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76th Annual Tri-State NOVEMBER 3-5, 2023 
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The Message is published to improve communications between  local A.A. Groups  and  encourage  the 

participation of A.A. members in services and activities that promote sobriety. Opinions expressed in 

letters and  articles are those of the authors and do not indicate endorsement by Central Office of 

Shreveport Intergroup or Alcoholics Anonymous.   
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The  Cen t ral  Off i c e  In t e rgroup  

The Central Office of Shreveport 

2800 Youree Dr., Suite #362 Bldg A 

Shreveport, LA 71104-3646 

aa-shreveport.org 

 
 

            
Central Office  

Please come by to check out our selection of approved AA World Services Books, Step 
workbooks, daily meditations, Bill W.'s Autobiography, Al-Anon books and work-

books and more. Colorful tri-plate medallions, recovery jewelry and greeting cards 
that make our anniversaries memorable.  

If you don't see what you are looking for we will order it for you upon availability.  


