
 

 

 

Groups Responsible for 
 

HOTLINE 

May 2025 
 

Many Harbor  May 5-11 

Bellaire May 12-18 

Minden Group  May 19-25 

Hardy  May 26– June 1 
 

This is a great service                                
that you do for the person  

that is still suffering!!! 

      

    The MESSAGE             May 2025 
 

AA Central Office   
of Shreveport 

 

24 Hr. Hotline  

(318) 865-2172 
 

office@aa-shreveport.org 
 

www.aa-shreveport.org 

 Office Hours 
 

Mon, Tues, Weds, & Fri  
10am- 4pm 

Thurs 10am- 5pm 

THE  HOTLINE  
  OUR MISSION:  

 
 “When anyone anywhere reaches out I 
want the hand of A.A. to be there.  For 

that I am responsible.” BW    
 

If your group is not currently  
taking the hot line  

at least one week a year,  
please call us to add your group! 

 Call the Central Office  
for the schedule! 

 

We need the help of your group and  
individuals to keep the 24 hour  

Hotline open for the  
still suffering alcoholic!   

 
 

 We need YOU! 

     Men and women of all walks of life, all economic and social levels, all ethnic 

groups, all genders, and all religious backgrounds, show up at the doors of AA. They 

come to the meetings because something happens in their life, be it desperation on 

their part, encouragement of their loved ones, a doctor’s recommendation.  Each of 

these reasons has much to do with exactly how well people fare as they go through the 

initial stages of the AA program. 

      Those of us that walked in of our own accord, searching for answers, are fortunate 

indeed because there was little resistance since we were no longer in denial and we 

were, absolutely, sure that alcoholism was our problem, and we were so thankful that, 

at last, we found a solution to this frustrating nightmare. To those that came by way of 

the encouragement of loved ones, the judge, their employer, or the doctor, may still 

resist the idea that they are alcoholics, but it may turn out to be the steppingstone to 

addressing their problem, and that is a good start, but they may need to do some more 

research before they truly surrender. Those who relapse can be assured that they will 

always be welcomed back, without judgment, when they run out of options.  

     Nothing is fun for an alcoholic who is simply abstaining from alcohol, (being on 

the wagon), and when people come to AA and get involved, they are encouraged to do 

things that are outside of their comfort zone if they want to have any chance at a nor-

mal life. If we are not convinced to our innermost self that we can never drink again 

we will soon return to the only thing that gave us comfort in the past, and we know 

where that option leads. 

     Next, they are encouraged to come to terms with a concept of a higher power of 

their own understanding that can solve their problems. If they are desperate enough, 

the segue to this new concept will not be as difficult as it might seem if one applies the 

approach suggested in the Big Book (Alcoholics Anonymous) and in the12&12, 

(Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions) for even the past Vice-president of the atheist 

society got through with room to spare. Atheists, Agnostics, and Former Believers are 

on equal footings. (As per step two in the 12&12)  

     The AA program is not a sentence. It is the answer to all the troubles that we carry 

around between our ears. If we can establish an understanding of a higher power, 

whatever we conceive it to be, we can start to ask for guidance, call it prayer if you see 

fit, and most of us do. When I pray to my concept of God, he does not answer me in 

the spoken word, and I do not think I have ever met anyone that has had a two-way 

conversation with God the way we talk to each other. When I pray to God, I simply 

ask for inspiration, and it seems to come from within or from what I hear other people 

saying. 

     My prayers are simply: God, please show me what to do, and please give me the 

strength to do it. Then it is my choice whether I want to do it or continue to suffer. 

God does not exclude anyone. No exceptions, No expectations, and NO SENTENCE. 

When a doubter asks me if a person can ever become a normal drinker again, I joking-

ly reply: Yes, he can, on the day that Hell freezes over. 

AA is not a Punishment. 
AA is The Solution! 

Rick R. 
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One Primary Purpose 
Their group has hot coffee, donuts, comfy seats and all three shades. 

But the most important thing of all is the message they carry  

By: Debbie D. | Concord, Calif.  

     I love my home group. I’m not trying to say it’s the best in the world, because my hope is that every-

one feels that way about their own home group. But for me, ours is the best. 

     Our group started in 1998, and our name is Primary Purpose. I feel it truly depicts us and what we are 

about. Tradition Five long form reminds me that “each Alcoholics Anonymous group ought to be a spir-

itual entity…” and I truly feel we are. 

     I arrive at my home group an hour before the meeting starts. The room has already been set up and 

the crew has gone to dinner. There’s usually about five or so minutes when I’m there by myself, and I sit 

and feel the spirit before the “entity” starts and our members begin to trickle in. That’s when the place 

comes alive. I listen to the glad tidings and the laughter. I can smell the coffee. I see the smiles of the 

regulars and the scared faces of our new friends as they enter. 

     Tradition Five goes on to say, a…has but one primary purpose—to carry its message to the alcoholic 

who still suffers.” What is my group’s message? I know what my message is, but my group’s? 

     Well the first thing is…Our group is accessible for members using wheelchairs. We post signs so peo-

ple will know where we’re located. We have at least two greeters at our door to welcome people. We 

have a nice literature area, which includes Grapevine and La Viña and other AA literature. We also have 

CDs of past speakers and birthday cards for members to sign. We also have a table with AA pamphlets 

and flyers of upcoming events. At the front of the room are the three window shades: Steps, Traditions 

and Concepts. We have lots of coffee and donuts, plenty of comfy seats and a spirit in the room that’s 

alive. 

     If you happen to sit down before our meeting starts, be advised you will continually be approached 

and welcomed. You might even be invited to meet others. 

     The meeting starts promptly at 8 p.m. and we all take our seats. We appreciate the quiet respect 

shown during the readings and our speakers. 

     During our announcements you’ll hear how to get involved with Hospitals & Institutions service. We 

offer help with getting a sponsor, literature or service commitments. We also announce annual AA birth-

days, as well as reports on Grapevine, La Viña, General Service and intergroup. We wrap up at 9:15 with 

a prayer. Fellowship continues until around 10. Our group’s message is one of recovery, unity and ser-

vice in action. I think I’ll keep coming back. 

     Try this: The next time you visit your home group, pretend you’re a newcomer or a visitor. Ask your-

self…What do you see, feel, hear? Is your group contributing to that spiritual entity? It’s a lifeline for 

many. May that lifeline be strong.                                                  Reprinted with Permission, A. A. Grapevine May 2021 
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  Reprinted with  
permission of A.A.              
World Services 

TRADITION FIVE:  Check List  

STEP FIVE:  “Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs.”       
                                   Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions pg. 55 
          Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services 

 

TRADITION FIVE:   “Each group has but one primary purpose—to carry its message  
                  to the alcoholic who still suffers.”                      Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions pg. 151 

                                                                                                                                                                                 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Service 

 

CONCEPT FIVE: “Throughout our world service structure, a traditional “Right of Appeal” ought to prevail, thus 
assuring us that minority opinion will be heard and that petitions for the redress of personal grievances will be 
carefully considered.”      Twelve Concepts for World Services, pg. 22 

                                                                                                                                                                                 Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Service  
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A.A. History 
 

Hospitals & Institutions 

Now known as Treatment & Corrections 
 

Since it’s beginning in 1935, the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous has always cooperated 

with hospitals, treatment facilities, and institutions. Bill W. himself was a product of a treat-

ment facility-Towns Hospital New York City. After he had finally put together several months 

of sobriety, Bill W. returned to Towns to try to work with other alcoholics. This was the begin-

ning of A.A.’s Twelfth Step work in hospitals and institutions.  
 

After Dr. Bob sobered up, he and Bill W. visited suffering alcoholics at St. Thomas Hospital in 

Akron, Ohio. On Wednesday the 26th of June in 1935, Bob and Bill shared their experience, 

strength, and hope with Bill D., who became A.A.’s third sober member. With the loving assis-

tance and dedication of Sister Ignatia, Dr. Bob established a ward for alcoholics. Together they 

reached over 5,000 alcoholics. Our founders new that, “nothing will so much insure immunity 

from drinking as intensive work with other alcoholics. It works when other activities fail...carry 

this message to other alcoholics! You can help when no one else can. You can secure their 

confidence when others fail.” (A.A. p.89) 
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Central Office would like to  

WELCOME our newest 
Member of the Steering Committee!!! 

 

Melanie Fields 

Treatment & Corrections Chairperson 
 

Please JOIN Melanie at her first meeting as 
Treatment & Corrections Chair 

May  13th, 6:00pm @ Central Office 
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PI/CPC 
 

Second  Monday of  Month 

6:00pm @ Central Office 
 

Next Meeting  May 12 
 

CHAIR: Neal Lathem  

(901) 230-1796 

 

Tri-State Convention 

Committee 
  

Second Sunday of Month 

2:00pm @ Central Office 
 

Next Meeting  May 11  

 

CHAIR: Jennifer Cypher 

 (318) 286-1107 

 

Treatment & Corrections 

Second Tuesday of Month 

6:00pm @ Central Office 

Next Meeting  May 13  
 

CHAIR: Melanie Fields 

 (757) 788-4733  

 

District 1 Area 27  
 

Third Tuesday of Month 
 

6:00pm at@ Highland Club 
 

Next Meeting  May 21 
 

DCM - Jane Rowell 

(318) 564-9043 

janeerowell1@gmail.com 

 

Central Office Steering Committee & 
COIs Meet 

 

Tuesday, May 6, 2025 @ 6:00pm 
6:00 pm– Steering Committee Meeting 
6:40 pm– COIs & Steering Committee 

 

@ Central Office, 2800 Youree Dr., Ste 362A, Shreveport 71104 
 

Central Office Intergroup 
First Saturday of Month 

 

(Generally) Even numbered Months: Highland Club 1711 Tulane Ave., S’Port 71103&  

Odd numbered Months:  Koala Club 4809 Shed Rd., Bossier City 71111 
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Thanks to all the Central Office Backers contributions for the month of 

March 2025. If you would like to be a Central Office Backer (COB) just give us a call 

(318-865-2172) and we will happily email or mail the application to you.  

March 2025…$88.79 
 

Thanks for all the Group Contributions...March 2025…$1,553.03 
 

   COI Meeting…$15.00          Personal Recovery…$80.67    
   Awakenings...$218.95         Public Information…$3.00  
   Grace…$79.05              Saturday Nite Live…$74.50  

  ICYPAA…$550.00                       Tulane…$26.00 

  Keystone…$13.00                      Twin City…$10.00 

  Knock Loudly…$300.00                    White Dove…$50.00  

                    Lunch Bunch…$64.95                        Other…$67.91  
 

         Bill W. said  “I am responsible. When anyone reaches out for help, I want the  

                         hand of A.A. to always to be there. And for that I am responsible.” 
 
 

Thanks for helping your Central Office be responsible!!! 

 

                         Addresses for Group Contributions for 2025: 
 

Central Office of Shreveport 
 2800 Youree Dr., #362A, Shreveport, LA 71104 (50%) 

 

District 1, Area 27 
 P. O. Box 3924, Shreveport, LA 71133  (10%) 

 

    Louisiana Area Assembly, Inc.  
7350 Jefferson Hwy., Suite 485-179 

Baton Rouge, LA 70806  (10%) 
 

General Service Office  
P. O. Box 2407, James A. Farley Station,  

New York, NY 10116-2407  (30%)    
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     The Message is published to improve communications between  local A.A. Groups  and  encourage  the participation of A.A. 

members in services and activities that promote sobriety. Opinions expressed in letters and  articles are those of the authors and 

do not indicate endorsement by Central Office of Shreveport Intergroup or Alcoholics Anonymous.   
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The  Cen t ral  Off i c e  In t e rgroup  

The Central Office of Shreveport 

2800 Youree Dr., Suite #362 Bldg A 

Shreveport, LA 71104-3646 

aa-shreveport.org 

 
 

            
Central Office  

Please come by to check out our selection of approved AA World Services Books, Step 
workbooks, daily meditations, Bill W.'s Autobiography, Al-Anon books and work-

books and more. Colorful tri-plate medallions, recovery jewelry and greeting cards 
that make our anniversaries memorable.  

If you don't see what you are looking for we will order it for you upon availability.  


