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Central Office will close Wednesday, December 24, 2025
and will reopen Monday, January 5, 2026 in Celebration
of the Holidays and our Yearly Inventory....

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!!!
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Charming is the Word for Alcoholics
Fulton Oursler/ Grapevine July 1944

AA Central Office
of Shreveport

24 Hr. Hotline
(318) 865-2172

Down at the very bottom of the social scale of A.A. society are the pari-
ahs, the untouchables and the outcasts, all under-privileged and all

known by one excoriating epithet--relatives.

I am a relative. | know my place. | am not complaining. But | hope no one
will mind if | venture the plaintive confession that there are times, oh,
many times when | wish | had been an alcoholic. By that | mean that |
wish | were an A.A. The reason is that | consider the A.A. people the most

charming in the world.

Such is my considered opinion. As a journalist it has been my fortune to
meet many of the people who are considered charming. | number among
my friends stars and lesser lights of stage and cinema; writers are my dai-
ly diet; | know the ladies and gentlemen of both political parties; | have
been entertained in the White House; | have broken bread with kings and
ministers and ambassadors; and | say, after that catalog, which could be
extended, that | would prefer an evening with my A.A. friends to any per-

son or group of persons | have indicated.

| asked myself why | consider so charming these alcoholic caterpillars
who have found their butterfly wings in Alcoholics Anonymous. There are

more reasons than one, but | can name a few.

The A.A. people are what they are, and they were what they were, be-
cause they are sensitive, imaginative, possessed of a sense of humor and

an awareness of universal truth.

Continued Pg 3

office@aa-shreveport.org
www.aa-shreveport.org

Office Hours

Mon, Tues, Weds, & Fri
10am- 4pm
Thurs 10am- 5pm

Groups Responsible for

HOTLINE
December 2025

Southfield Dec 1-7
Natchitoches Dec 8-14
Outlaws Dec 15-21
Five-Thirty Dec 22-28
Lunch Bunch Dec 29-Jan 4

This is a great service
that you do for the person

that is still suffering!!!

THE HOTLINE
OUR MISSION:

“When anyone anywhere reaches out |
want the hand of A.A. to be there. For that
| am responsible.” BW

If your group is not currently
taking the hot line
at least one week a year,
please call us to add your group!
Call the Central Office
for the schedule!

We need the help of your group and
individuals to keep the 24 hour
Hotline open for the
still suffering alcoholic!




STEP TWELVE: “Having had a spiritual awaking as a result of these steps, we tried to carry this message to

alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our affairs.” Alcoholics Anonymous Pg. 60
Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services

TRADITION TWELVE: Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our Tradition, ever reminding us to place

Principles before personalities. Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions Pg. 106
Reprinted with permission of A.A. World Services

TRADITION TWELVE: Check List

1

i would happen to me if AA as a whole disappeared?
: 2. When | do not trust AA’s current servants, who do | wish had the authority to straighten them out?
13, In my opinions of and remarks about AAs, am | implying membership requirements other than a desire
:to stay sober?

'4. Dol ever try to get a certain AA group to conform to my standards, not it's own?

: 5. Have I personal responsibility in helping an AA Group fulfill it’s primary purpose? What is my part?

'6. Does my personal behavior reflect the Sixth Tradition? Or belie it?

; 7. Do I do all | can to support AA financially? When is the last time | anonymously gave away a Grapevine

: subscription?

18. Do | complain about certain AAs’ behavior— especially if they are paid to work for AA? Who made me so .

: smart?

19. Do I fulfill all AA responsibilities in such a way as to please privately even my own conscience? Really?
: 10. Do my utterances always reflect the Tenth Tradition, or do | give AA critics real ammunition?

111, Should | keep my AA membership a secret, or reveal it in private conversation when that may help an-
: other alcoholic )Jand therefore me). Is my brand of AA so attractive that other drunks want it?

112. What is the earl importance of me among more than a million AAs?

TSI WELFTH TRADITION
3 Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our
@s‘ Traditions, ever reminding us to place
=_r% principles before personalities.
. N -
P \

Reprinted with
permission of A.A.
World Services
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CONCEPT TWELVE: “General Warranties of the Conference: in all its proceedings, the General Service Conference
shall observe the spirit of the A.A. Tradition, taking great care that the Conference never becomes the seat of peri-
lous wealth or power; that sufficient operating funds, plus am ample reserve, be its prudent financial principle; that
none of the Conference Members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified authority over any others: that all
important decisions be reached by discussion vote, and whenever possible, by substantial unanimity; that no Con-
ference action ever be personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that though the Conference may
act for the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never perform acts of government; and that like the Society of

Alcoholics Anonymous, which it serves, the Conference itself will always remain democratic in thought and action.”
Twelve concepts for World Service, By Bill W. Pg. 48, Reprinted with permission from World Services

1. Why is it a good idea to place the common welfare of all AA members before individual welfare? What !



Continued from Pg. 1

They are sensitive, which means that they are hurt easily, and that helped them become alcohol-
ics. But when they have found their restoration, they are still as sensitive as ever; responsive to
beauty and to truth and eager about the intangible glories of this life. That makes them charming

companions.

They are imaginative, and that helped to make them alcoholics. Some of them drank to flog their
imagination on to greater efforts. Others guzzled only to black out unendurable visions that rose
in their imagination. But when they have found their restoration, their imagination is responsive
to new incantations, and their talk abounds with color and light and that makes them charming

companions, too.

They are possessed of a sense of humor. Even in their cups they have been known to say damna-
bly funny things. Often it was being forced to take seriously the little and mean things of life that
made them seek escape in a bottle. But when they have found their restoration, their sense of hu-
mor finds a blessed freedom and they are able to reach a god-like state where they can laugh at
themselves, the very height of self conquest. Go to the meetings and listen to the laughter. At
what are they laughing? At ghoulish memories over which weaker souls would cringe in useless

remorse. And that makes them wonderful people to be with by candlelight.

And they are possessed of a sense of universal truth. That is often a new thing in their hearts. The
fact that this at-oneness with God's universe had never been awakened in them is sometimes the
reason why they drank. The fact that it was at last awakened is almost always the reason why
they were restored to the good and simple ways of life. Stand with them when the meeting is
over, and listen as they say the "Our Father"!

They have found a Power greater than themselves which they diligently serve. And that gives a

charm that never was elsewhere on land and sea; it makes you know that God Himself is really
charming, because the A.A. people reflect His mercy and His forgiveness.

Reprinted with Permission, AA Grapevine July 1944

The Message is published to improve communications between local A.A. Groups and
encourage the participation of A.A. members in services and activities that promote sobri-
ety. Opinions expressed in letters and articles are those of the authors and do not indicate

endorsement by Central Office of Shreveport Intergroup or Alcoholics Anonymous.




Twelve Tips on Keeping Your
Holiday Season Sober and Joyous

Line up extra AA. activities for the
holiday season. Arrange to take new-
comers to meetings, answer the phones
at a clubhouse or central office, speak,
help with dishes, or visit the alcoholic
ward at a hospital.

Be host to A.A. friends, especially
newcorners. If you don’t have a place
where you can throw a formal party,

take one person to a diner and spring
for the coffee.

Keep your A.A. telephone list with you
all the time. If a drinking urge or panic
comes—postpone everything else until
you've called an A.A.
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Find out about the special holiday
parties, meetings, or other celebrations

_given by groups in your area, and go. ¥ 9
you're timid, take someone newer than %

Holiday parties without liquid spirits may still seem a dreary prospect to new A.As. But many of us have enjoyed the
happiest holidays of our lives sober—an idea we would never have dreamed of, wanted, or believed possible when drink-
ing. Here are some tips for having an all-round ball without a drop of alcohol.

you are.

B

Don'’t sit around brooding. Catch up
on those books, museums, walks, and
letters.

Skip any drinking occasion you are
nervous about. Remember how clever
you were at excuses when drinking?
Now put the talent to good use. No
office party is as important as saving
your life.

Don’t start now getting worked up
about all those holiday temptations.
Remember—— “one day at a time.”

AR

If you have to go to a drinking party
and can't take an A.A. with you, keep
some candy handy.

Enjoy the true beauty of holiday love
and joy. Maybe you cannot give material
gifts—but this year, you can give love.

7 l.Dl
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Don’t think you have to stay late. ’
Plan in advance an “important date”

you have to keep.

8 / ’ all
“Having had a . . .” No need to spell
out the Twelfth Step here, since you
Worship in your own way. already know it.




A Deeper Look at Fear and Faith

I Thought that Fear was a Bad Thing

| am amazed at how little | understood about life before | became an alcoholic that was desperate enough
to inquire into the possibility that | just might have a drinking problem. | started to realize that | was going
nowhere, in a hurray, expecting things to turn around and validate all my shallow ideas | was circling the
drain. Desperation drove me to the doors of Alcoholic Anonymous where | discovered a completely differ-
ent language concerning life issues and a new appreciation for many of the words that | had been using all
my life. | could go on forever with words that | have a new understanding of but for now | will stick to just
two: “FEAR AND FAITH".

Before | entered the A.A. program, | thought that fear was a bad thing but that was my egotistic alcoholic
thinking at that time. | now find it to be a very good and necessary instinct for self-preservation and sur-
vival. If | had no fear what would stop me from walking in front of a bus? When we talk fear, we are usual-
ly talking about irrational fear. In the Big Book, (pg. 65) is the example of how to lay out our inventories
and as a result of out defects and shortcomings is the word fear in every case, indicating that fear, of some
kind, was the motivation for all character defects. | concluded that in every instance, there was some
threat to my EGO and if | was to have any chance at resolving these problems, | was going to achieve it by
relying on Blind Faith, as it was described to me as a child, that had worked so well for many of my child-

hood peers.

| was more a matter of trying new ideas that ran contrary to my selfish behaviors of the past and practic-
ing them long enough to see the evidence that they worked better than those old habit of mine. Once | ran
that sort of test on my initial challenges and found it to work exactly as promised, | became curious about
testing it on my next problem concerning irrational fear and it worked, and so on, and so on... This was,
and still is, my approach to anything that is described in the Big Book and 12 & 12 as fear. The program
does not remove the healthy instinct, God given fears, that protect us from harm, but it does work won-
ders on those irrational fears that have kept us in turmoil for years.

In the beginning of my A.A. journey | thought that Faith was synonymous with Religion, and for some peo-
ple, it may be true, but for me, it is synonymous with Trust. As | tackled my irrational fears, one by one,
and as they neutralized, | began to have absolute trust in the A.A. program and | believed | have as much
faith as anyone | know, Religious or not.

My prayers are addressed to a God of my own understanding and I live by the inspiration | receive from
various recourses consistent with unselfish principles of the A.A. Program. Having worked the steps and
continued these (unselfish) principles in all my affairs to the best of my knowledge and understanding, ir-
rational fear is in the distant past, held at bay due to the Faith and Trust that | have gained in Alcoholics
Anonymous. That being said, | still believe that | won’t be walking in front of any buses today.

Rick R./ Poway, CA.
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MAKE YOUR
VOICE HEARD

Annual Central Office Intergroup
Steering Committee Elections

Positions due for election:
Chairperson
Co-Chairperson
Chairperson of Intergroup Social Meetings
Treatment and Corrections
Treasurer

TREATMENT AND CORRECTIONS AND TREASURER ARE ELEGIBLE FOR
ANOTHER TERM OF SERVICE

December 2, 2025
6 PM

AA Central Office
2880 Youree Dr.
N #362A

——




1. Chairperson

The Chairperson shall plan and preside over all Steering Committee and Intergroup meetings and
shall keep informed of AACO operations and general A.A. matters by regularly meeting and
conversing with the office manager. In the event the chairperson is unable to attend a meeting, the
co-chairperson shall preside.

2. Co-Chairperson
The co-chairperson shall work directly with the chairperson to keep informed of AACO operations
and general A.A. matters, chair all meetings from which the chairperson is absent, and coordinate
any AACO special fundraising. In the absence of a standing Public Information Chairperson, the
Co-Chairperson shall coordinate public information and professional community activities. Inthe
event the chairperson resigns the vice chairperson shall become the chairperson for the remainder
of the term.

3. Treasurer
The treasurer shall review all financial records and reports of AACO, oversee the preparation and
timely filing of all governmental required returns and reports, and regularly report directly to the
Steering Committee and Intergroup and, through a monthly newsletter or other means, to the A.A.
fellowship the financial operations and condition of AACO. The treasurer should have a working
knowledge of accounting through the profit and loss statement and strong computer skills.

4. Chairperson of Intergroup Social Meetings
The duties of the chairperson of Intergroup social meetings is to assist the Steering Committee
chairperson in the performance of their responsibilities; assist host groups(s) with each monthly
social meeting conducted on the first Saturday night of each month at the designated address (see
further information regarding location below); maintain a listing of participating groups to host or
co-host the Intergroup social meetings, notify each host or co-host a minimum of thirty (30) days in
advance, and notify all groups as to the host group, speaker (if possible), date, time, and type of
function, and notify AACO for inclusion in the newsletter; assist with the coordination of collections
and payments related to the Intergroup social meetings. With approval of AACO they may hold
special meetings such as a New Year’s Eve dance or other holiday gatherings. This chairperson
shall encourage all non-participating groups to participate in hosting or co-hosting Intergroup social
meetings.

i. Location of monthly Intergroup social meetings may be selected by the host group(s),

from the following options: Highland Club, Koala Club, and Serenity Club.




. Central Office Steering Committee & .
COIl Meeting

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 @ 6:00pm

6:00 pm- Steering Committee Meeting
6:40 pm— COls & Steering Committee

@ Central Office, 2800 Youree Dr., Ste 362A, Shreveport 71104

District 1 Area 27 Tri-State Convention
Third Tuesday of Month Committee
6:00pm at@ Highland Club Second Sunday of Month
Next Meeting Dec 16 Time to de decided
DCM - Jane Rowell Next Meeting M
(318) 564-9043 CHAIR: Jennifer Cypher
janeerowelll @gmail.com (318) 286-1107
Treatment & Corrections P1/CPC
Second Tuesday of Month Second Monday of Month
6:00pm @ Central Office 6:00pm @ Central Office
Next Meeting Jan 13 Next Meeting Jan 12
CHAIR: Melanie Fields CHAIR: Neal Lathem
(157) 7188-4133 (901) 230-1796

The Message is published to improve communications between local A.A. Groups and encourage the
participation of A.A. members in services and activities that promote sobriety. Opinions expressed in

letters and articles are those of the authors and do not indicate endorsement by Central Office of Shreve-

port Intergroup or Alcoholics Anonymous.




Basic Training...$280.00 Personal Recovery...$83.00

CIO Meeting...$25.00 Saturday Night Live...5304.75

Grace...$83.00 Tulane...$27.00

High Noon...$100.00 Twin City...510.00

Keystone...$17.00 Winners...$265.58

Minden...$500.00 Ya Ya...$31.80
Other...$100.00

October Intergroup: Shreveport Young People...$620.00

Bill W. said: “l am responsible. When anyone reaches out for help, | want the
hand of A.A. to always to be there. And for that | am responsible.”

Thank You for helpmg your Central Office be respons:ble' I
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Addresses for Group Contrlbunons for 2025:

Central Office of Shreveport
2800 Youree Dr., #362A, Shreveport, LA 71104 (50%)

District 1, Area 27
P. O. Box 3924, Shreveport, LA 71133 (10%)

Louisiana Area Assembly, Inc.
7350 Jefferson Hwy., Suite 485-179
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 (10%)

General Service Office
P. O. Box 2407, James A. Farley Station,
New York, NY 10116-2407 (30%)

(Percentages are suggested based on support of four service entities)
(Use your group conscience)
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Thanks to all the Central Oﬁlce Backers contributions for the month of E
LU &
October 2025. if you would like to be a Central Office Backer (COB) just give us a call P
(318-865-2172) and we will happily email or mail the application to you. WP
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October 2025...$229.11 &

CL/O_J\\

Thanks for all the Group Contributions...October 2025...1,827.13 Ww

CL/O_J\\
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MONTHLY MEETING
3"° TUESDAY @
THE HIGHLAND CLUB

6:00 pm
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ONTHLY
EETING

3rd Sunday 3:00pm

Highland Club
1711 Tulane Ave

Service Positions Available




Tulane TUESDAY ﬁ“‘
SPEAKER Meetings

December 2025

|

|

Dec 2 Shayne P. |

Dec 9 Amanda D. |

Dec 16 Gus D. \

Dec 23 Dan H. ‘

Dec 30 Faye 1. ‘
7:00pm

Highland Club :

1700 Tulane Ave.
Shreveport 71103




DECEMBER ; l

INTERGROUP

HOSTED BY

NO GUARANTEE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

OPM CHILI, |
FRI'

HOT DOGS &
'O PIE

7PM S

PEAKER

N DIAMQNI%JE G.
FROM MONROE

Please bring Dessert
50/50 Raffle

Highland Club

1711 Tulane Ave, S'port 7110

.
>
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BRIDGE HOUSE
Will NOT be Having Their Monthly 2nd Saturday Speaker Meeting
You are Inv1ted Their Annual Open House

BRIDGE HOUSE ™

OPEN HOUSE

Share the Foliday
O, THOVELVE ?@ccéatg
and Meet Our Residents

5:00pm to 7:00pm
Tuesday, December 9, 2025
All are Welcomell!

Please Enjoy a Gift from Us as Our Thanks
B (Limited Quantity)

426 Stoner Ave., S'Port 71101




THE COMPOUND
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

**SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025**

**HIGHLAND CLUB**
I711 TULANE AVE, SHREVEPORT, 71103

Dinner Served at 6pm - prepared by
Lagniappe Catering

SANTA ARRIVES Following Dinner

AA Speaker at 7:30- John B. 06/18/1989
of Paris, TX
Following Speaker - RAFFLE DRAWING !
Raffel tickets $1.00 each
Venmo@ Steven J- Mooney

Santa will be presenting a gift to all children
ages 0-12




79TH TYLER ANNITVERSARY
JANUARY 9-11, 2026

Friday. January 9, 2026

Spm.: Registration

6pm.: Dinner Provided

7pm: Meet the speakers

7:45 pm: Raffle

8pm: AA Speaker - Matthew M. - Sacramento, CA

Saturday Jaruary 10, 2026

8am: Donuts & Coffee provided

9am: AA Speaker - Yvonne S. - Los Angeles, CA

10:30am: TBD

12pm: Lunch on your own

1:30pm: AA Speaker - Brent H. - Los Angeles, CA

3pm: “Making Amends” Workshop - Led by Matthew M.

5pm: Al-Anon Speaker - Aaron J. - Charlotte, NC

6:30pm: Dinner Provided

7:30pm: Raffle

8pm: AA Speaker - Don 1.. - Bellingham, WA

Sunday January 11, 2026

8am: Potluck Breakfast hosted by Al-Anon

9am: Al-Anon Speaker - Danielle 0. - Austin, TX

10:30am: AA Speaker - Katie P. - Austin, TX

11:30am: Closing of the 79" Tyler Anniversary

Pre-registration: $35 - At the door $40

‘Pre-register online at:

‘Hotel Information: Hilton Carden Inn
220 & Crande, Tyler TX-903-509-1166
Menﬁon“‘ryla'llnnwersary "for specialrate!

‘._,‘CABooth,NETAAfchlv_ai Vi ;

Formfommnom" B : 4¢
ebook.com/Tyleranniversary = N\Tvlorannlvpmly@gmwﬂ com
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SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, February 6th

4:00 PM - 8:00PM Registration

7:30PM Cyndi M., Cincinnati, OH
10:00PM A Night at the Theatre
SATURDAY, February 7th

8:00AM - 8:00PM
8:30AM - 9:30AM

Registration
Workshop-Lyle P., Bainbridge, GA

10:00AM Danny B., Spring, TX

1:00PM Lori G., Oklahoma City, OK (AFG)
3:00PM Panel Discussion

7:30PM Lyle P., Bainbridge, GA

10:00PM Dance

SUNDAY, February 8th

10:00AM Jennifer K., Plano, TX

AA Open Discussion Meeting - Sat 5:00PM
Al-Anon Open Discussion Meeting

Sat & Sun 8:30AM v

MAIL REGISTRATION COUPON BELOW TODAY OR GO TO
www.winterholidayconvention.com to register

"The Simple Kit of Spiritual Tools"

WINTER HOLIDAY

44th Annual District 9 AA Convention

February 6-8, 2026

~ EMBASSY SUITES

11301 Financial Centre Parkway
Little Rock, AR 72211
Phone: (501) 312-9000

SPECIAL CONVENTION RATES

GUARANTEED if reserved before JAN 23, 2026
1-2 people/$125 + tax per night

Please make hotel reservations directly at

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/
winterholidayannualdistrict9aaconvention2026/
BY JAN 23, 2026
The code is C 933 for call-in reservations at 1-800-EMBASSY.

E-mail: district9winterholiday@gmail.com

OPEN HOSPITALITY ROOM
(closed 15 minutes before/during meetings)
No Food Outside the Hospitality Room
Should you need accommodations
for hearing impaired, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY DEC 17, 2025.

EARLY REGISTRATION!!!
2 Pre Registration Drawings for Winter Holiday 2027 from registrations
received through JAN 23, 2026

First Name and Last initial on Badge :
P , : : 2 Al- Al-
AA
District 9 Winter Holiday Scholarship Fund assists those who may or may not be in o Anon ke Amount
treatment to attend. $30 |$3
Make check payable to: Convention Treasurer PO BOX 26135, LR, AR 72221 (your check is your receipt)

1
2
Name Scholarship
Address Donation
City State Zip Total | $
Email
Phone After Jan 23, 2026, Reglstration $35




Central Office
Please come by to check out our selection of approved AA World Services Books, Step
workbooks, daily meditations, Bill W.'s Autobiography, Al-Anon books and work-
books and more. Colorful tri-plate medallions, recovery jewelry and greeting cards
that make our anniversaries memorable.
If you don't see what you are looking for we will order it for you upon availability.
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Jhe Central Office Intergroup

The Central Office of Shreveport
2800 Youree Dr., Suite #362 Bldg A
Shreveport, LA 71104-3646

aa-shreveport.org




